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led to medical expenses of $40,000 a year.
Now, the taxpayers would actually be better
off. We’re going to pay the medical expenses
one way or the other, but if he went to work,
he’d become a taxpaying citizen. And, more
important, he would have the dignity of work.
No citizen should have to choose between
going to work and paying medical bills.

I’m very proud this week that Congress,
on a bipartisan basis, finally agreed on the
historic ‘‘Work Incentives Improvement
Act.’’ It’s bipartisan legislation to allow peo-
ple with disabilities to keep their health care
on the job. They can earn a salary, pay taxes,
and be role models by proving what people
can do if given a chance to live up to their
God-given potential.

This will make a real difference, also, for
people with potentially severe disabilities—
those who are facing the early onset of
diseases like AIDS, muscular dystrophy,
Parkinson’s, or diabetes. Right now they may
be able to work, but their conditions aren’t
deemed severe enough to qualify for Med-
icaid. Yet because they have them, they still
can’t get private health insurance. In other
words, they can’t get any health care until
they’re too sick to work.

In the final hours of negotiations, we were
able to further strengthen this legislation by
getting $250 million for a demonstration pro-
gram to allow these Americans to buy into
Medicaid, stay on the job, and stay healthier
longer. I encourage all the States to take ad-
vantage of these new health care options.

Taken together, this initiative is the most
significant advancement for people with dis-
abilities since the passage of the Americans
with Disabilities Act almost a decade ago. It
is part of our administration’s 7-year commit-
ment to tearing down barriers to work and
rewarding responsibility. Along with reform-
ing welfare, increasing the minimum wage,
increasing child care assistance, and doubling
the earned-income tax credit, the ‘‘Work In-
centives Improvement Act’’ is another mile-
stone on the path to opening work and re-
warding responsibility for Americans.

Now, I hope we’ll stay on that course and
take on America’s still-unfinished agenda:
commonsense gun safety legislation, a real
Patients’ Bill of Rights, meaningful hate
crimes legislation, saving Social Security, re-

forming Medicare, adding prescription drug
coverage, raising the minimum wage.

To Congress I say, we’ve done a good job
for the American people by working to-
gether. Let’s keep working together, build on
our progress, and get the right things done
for the American people.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:41 p.m.
on November 19 in the Perge Room at the Conrad
Hotel in Istanbul, Turkey, for broadcast at 10:06
a.m. on November 20. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on
November 19 but was embargoed for release until
the broadcast.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Konstandinos
Simitis of Greece in Athens
November 20, 1999

Prime Minister Simitis. Ladies and gen-
tlemen, with very special pleasure, the Greek
Government and the Greek people and I,
personally, are welcoming President Clinton
and the American delegation. This visit is
confirming the historic friendship relations
between the two countries and between our
two people, a relationship that has been kept
alive by the Greeks who have lived and are
still living creatively in the United States, by
the common struggles in other times, by our
close relationship and partnership within the
North Atlantic Alliance, political solidarity,
and cooperation, our cooperation for our
common goals.

With President Clinton, we had a very
friendly, open, and free discussion. During
our talks we covered all issues, those which
under the present situation have a certain im-
portance from our country, for going from
Greek-American relations to developments
in the Balkans, Greek-Turkish relations, and
the Cyprus issue. We agreed, as regards
Greek-American relations, that there is still
considerable margin for the improvement of
the cooperation between the two countries.

Greece, thanks to its economic renewal
these last few years, provides new major op-
portunities for investments, trade relations,
relations in the field of technology, and other
areas. For the Balkans, our conviction is that
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the present situation entails certain risks. Sta-
bility is necessary in the region, respect of
existing borders, and the strengthening of ini-
tiatives for the reconstruction of the region,
and above all, the implementation of the Sta-
bility Pact.

As regards relations with neighboring Tur-
key, we have emphasized the need of deserv-
ing international law and international trea-
ties and conventions. Rapprochement, steps
towards rapprochement have been made re-
cently. We believe that the most substantial
answer is required on the part of Turkey to
the initiatives of the Greek side.

We have agreed that Turkey’s European
perspective will help establish closer links
based on peaceful development and coopera-
tion. However, its candidature could not be
accepted unless certain conditions are met
for the settlement of existing problems. As
regards the Cyprus issue, we have agreed
that talks that have just started should be sub-
stantive in order to lead to the settlement
of this issue.

The talks with the United States political
leadership are, of course, self-understood.
We have had a very interesting exchange of
views, as I said, on all important issues for
us. And we have also ascertained the friendly
relations between the American and the
Greek people, the close ties, not only at a
political and economic levels but also at the
levels of styles and culture where we believe
our relations and cooperation should be ex-
tended. The friendship between our two peo-
ples is confirmed by the substantial presence
and role of a Greek community in the United
States; successfully, it is making full use of
all its rights as an American citizen.

Greece is a pole of democracy, political
stability, social and political cohesion in the
wider region. Its potential is much greater
compared to the size of the country and its
population. We have established that it is in
the interest of both countries for our co-
operation to safeguard and promote peace
development and a network of relations in
the region that would minimize tension, and
this is why we will pursue and strengthen
our cooperation with the United States.

This visit does not just confirm the past
but also constitutes a guarantee for the future
where, together, we can respond to the new

challenges, the new challenges of a new era,
of a new reality that is taking shape at the
end of this century based on mutual under-
standing, equal cooperation, common re-
solve, and determination to face problems to-
gether, provide new answers, build on the
values of democracy, freedom shared by our
people, which are defended by our people,
the values that we want to promote.

President Clinton. First of all, Prime
Minister, let me thank you and the members
of your government for the very good meet-
ing that we had today. I think the Prime Min-
ister has summarized the results of our meet-
ing quite well. I would like to add just a few
words.

First, the Greek relationship is profoundly
important to me and to the United States
because of the values and history we share;
because of the large role Greek-Americans
play in our national life, as the Prime Min-
ister said. But also because of two historic
transformations that have occurred in the last
decade.

The first is the transformation of southeast
Europe from a battleground between East
and West to a proving ground for democracy
and tolerance in the post-cold-war world.
The second is the remarkable transformation
of Greece itself into a regional leader with
a booming economy, a vibrant democracy,
with the ability to help to pull its neighbors
together and push them forward into 21st
century Europe.

We spoke a lot today about the role Greece
is playing in the Balkans, with its troops in
Bosnia and Kosovo, with its support for eco-
nomic development and reconstruction, with
its private sector investment. Greece is car-
rying a heavier burden in this region than
almost any other country, but the potential
payoff is very large: an undivided, democratic
Europe, in which wars like those we’ve seen
in the former Yugoslavia no longer happen.
And I want to pay a tribute to the Prime
Minister and the people of Greece for all
they are doing in the Balkans and pledge my
support for the Stability Pact and the eco-
nomic growth necessary for this to work.

Of course, we also spoke about the road
to reconciliation and lasting peace between
Greece and Turkey and the issues in the Ae-
gean and, of course, Cyprus. I told the Prime
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Minister how pleased I am that the parties
in Cyprus have agreed to start these prox-
imity talks on December 3d in New York,
and how determined I am that they be seri-
ous talks. The goal is to lay the foundation
for meaningful negotiations toward a com-
prehensive settlement. We should have no
illusions; there’s a tough road ahead. But we
will work closely with Secretary-General
Annan to ensure that the talks are produc-
tive.

We talked about our growing trade and
investment, about how we can strengthen our
economic relationship further. Greece’s eco-
nomic renewal has made it one of the most
attractive places in Europe in which to do
business. I am very pleased that its progress
in improving protection for intellectual prop-
erty rights makes it possible to move rapidly
toward settling our copyright case in the
WTO.

Finally, let me just express the great sym-
pathy and support of the American people
to all those who lost their loved ones in the
tragic earthquake last August. We will not
forget the heroism of the Greek emergency
teams who pulled survivors from the rubble,
not only here in Athens but also across the
Aegean in Turkey. I am very glad that our
own Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy has agreed with its Greek counterparts to
work together to strengthen their prepared-
ness for future disasters.

Let me say in closing, I am satisfied with
the work we advanced today. We look to, as
I said last night, we look to ancient Greece
for inspiration but to modern Greece for
leadership and for partnership. After this
visit, I believe we have strengthened that
partnership.

Thank you very much.

Turkey’s Candidacy for European Union
Membership

Q. From what we know, you did ask while
you were in Turkey for some specific move
by Ankara that would match the moves
Greece has done in order, also, to make her
candidacy for the European Union easier. Do
you have anything concrete on that?

President Clinton. Well, I didn’t think
that was my role. Let me tell you what I did
do. I spoke both at every opportunity, pub-

licly and privately, before the Turkish Assem-
bly, before the business group, before the
group of earthquake survivors, and in all my
private meetings about the importance of re-
solving outstanding issues between Greece
and Turkey, including Cyprus.

I specifically asked that the Halki seminary
be reopened. I have pushed a lot of issues.
And I came away believing that in the next
few months, as all these issues are bubbling
up—the start of the proximity talks, the de-
bate over whether Turkey should be given
candidacy status in the EU at Helsinki, and
the continuing bilateral talks between
Greece and Turkey—which I applaud the
Prime Minister’s government for his leader-
ship in—that there will be an opportunity to
resolve a large number of these issues.

I hope that my trip there was constructive
in that regard. I believe it was. But I would
not expect the Turkish leaders to let me be
the conduit of their ultimate resolution of
this. I think that I helped to improve the cli-
mate, and I dealt with a lot of the specific
issues, and I feel good about that.

Prime Minister Simitis. Let me add two
words for my part. During the meeting ahead
with Mr. Ecevit and during Mr.
Papandreou’s meeting with Mr. Cem, we
emphasized the need of certain movements
and initiatives on the part of Turkey. And
I believe that President Clinton’s visit was
important because he referred to that ques-
tion, and it has helped, as well as the talks
we had with the Turkish side on increasing
awareness on the part of Turkey that things
are not that easy. We cannot just expect for
something to happen without doing or con-
tributing anything for our part. You help
yourself, and God will help you, as we say.
We have to do something for our part, as
well.

Greek Protests of President’s Visit
Q. Sir, the demonstrations last night in-

cluded extensive arson and damage. I want
to know if you’re concerned by the protests,
and what you say to the Greeks who oppose
your visit here?

President Clinton. What was the last part
of your question?

Q. What’s your message to the Greeks who
are protesting, who oppose your visit here?
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President Clinton. Well, first of all, I
think that we have to—especially in
Greece—reaffirm the right of people to pro-
test in a democracy. Secondly, I strongly be-
lieve the protests should be peaceful, and
therefore, I deeply regret the Greeks who
had their property injured and who suffered
losses through these demonstrations.

But I think that the important thing is that
we reaffirm the value of the relationship be-
tween our two countries. I think that—I
know most Americans deeply value the rela-
tionship with Greece, notwithstanding the
fact that almost all of the people of Greece
disagree with our policy in Kosovo and, be-
fore that, in Bosnia. I believe I did the right
thing, and I think most Americans believe
that we did the right thing to stand against
ethnic cleansing.

But that doesn’t affect our affection for
and our support for the people of Greece
and the Government of Greece. And I would
hope that most Greek citizens would, like the
Greek Government, believe that there is
value in our relationship and our partnership;
and that even if we have a disagreement, we
can’t allow that to undermine our relation-
ship or our partnership.

I would just say, looking toward the future,
I, personally, admire very much and support
very strongly the leadership that Greece is
exercising in the U.N. operations in Bosnia
and in Kosovo and generally in the Balkans
and throughout southeastern Europe. And I
believe that if we can, the rest of us, do our
part to help the economy grow there and pro-
vide a magnet that enables these nations to
pull together, that Greece will lead them into
a very different future in the new century.

Prime Minister Simitis. May I also
point—Greece is a country, a democratic
country where everyone can freely express
his views and opinions. But as we had empha-
sized before President Clinton’s arrival, our
Constitution provides that these expressions
of opinions and views should be made in a
peaceful way and within the context of legal-
ity. And I’m sorry for the fact that certain
people did not observe and respect this fun-
damental principle of law, the fundamental
principle that allows our states to operate and
function.

The friendship, however, between the two
people and the partnership, our partnership
with the United States, will not be deter-
mined by these protests, but by our common
goals, our common objectives and pursuits,
our efforts to handle and face problems to-
gether. And the meeting today has shown
that we share common goals and common
pursuits, and we’re trying together. This is
the foundation of a friendship.

Turkey’s Candidacy for European Union
Membership

Q. Mr. President, I followed your trip in
Ankara, and you seemed to be mostly the
strongest supporter of Turkey’s candidacy in
the European Union. So do you think that
the permanent conditionality of Turkey’s
candidacy should be, first, the solution of the
Cyprus problem and, second, the acceptance
of the jurisdiction of Turkey, as far as the
Court of Hague is concerned?

President Clinton. I’m sorry, I’m not sure
I understood the question. Could you repeat
both questions again?

Q. Yes, one question actually. You seem
to be the strongest supporter of Turkey’s ac-
cession in the European Union. So the ques-
tion is, do you believe or think that the per-
manent conditionality for Turkey’s candidacy
in the European Union should be, first, the
solution of the Cyprus problem and, second,
the acceptance of the jurisdiction of a Hague
Court from Turkey?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I be-
lieve—I have said this already—I believe that
the disputes in the Aegean between Greece
and Turkey should be referred to the Inter-
national Court of Justice in The Hague or
to some other mutually agreed on and gen-
erally recognized international dispute reso-
lution mechanism. It seems to me that that
is the only way that either side can have a
resolution of this without appearing to cave
in rather than just to let a neutral party, re-
spected, decide it.

Secondly, I strongly support a resolution
of the Cyprus issue. You’re right. I am prob-
ably the strongest supporter in the West of
Turkey’s membership in the EU. I think I’ve
also been the most vocal consistent supporter
for 7 years of a resolution of Cyprus. I have
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worked as hard as I could on it and will con-
tinue to do so.

Now, when the parties meet in Helsinki,
the members of the European Union—the
United States is not a member—they will de-
cide the conditions of Turkish candidacy if,
in fact, they decide to grant Turkey can-
didacy.

But let me say, on the larger issue, my
feeling is that the more Turkey is integrated
into Europe and has the kind of dialog that
we’ve seen recently with Greece, the more
the climate improves, the more you can re-
solve these issues, the brighter the future for
both countries will be. And as I told the
Turks—I’m not saying anything to you I
didn’t say there—I do not think that bright
future is achievable until there is a resolution
of the Cyprus issue. These two countries
need to go hand-in-hand into the future. And
the festering disputes have to be resolved in
order for that to happen.

Prime Minister Simitis. As I have indi-
cated already, the Greek Government and I,
personally, had a series of contacts. I have
met and talked with all the Prime Ministers
of the European Union member states on
that issue. I have talked with them in order
to determine what would be the best way
that would allow us to overcome problems
in the future. It would be counterproductive,
I believe, if today, whilst these talks are ongo-
ing, we were to focus on one or the other
point or issue. This would not facilitate the
discussion.

I believe that in the future the time will
come for us to determine all these aspects.
But at present, restriction to one or two or
three issues is not helpful. We must have a
global approach and look at the final aim of
this overall effort.

Thank you.

U.S. Trade Policy and Gov. George W.
Bush of Texas

Q. Mr. President, yesterday George W.
Bush laid out his foreign policy priorities.
Specifically on China and Russia, he said they
should be viewed as competitors of the
United States rather than as strategic part-
ners. I’m wondering what your view is on
that, and also, do you feel reassured that he

has a view of the world that would make him
an effective President?

President Clinton. You know, you guys
keep trying to get me into this election. I
am not a candidate. I’m not always happy
about that, but I’m not.

Let me say this. I think we did the right
thing to negotiate the WTO agreement with
China, and apparently, Governor Bush
agrees with that. I think that, as with all great
countries, we are both competitors and part-
ners. I think there is a problem with charac-
terizing a country as a competitor if that
means we know for sure that for the next
20 years there will be an adversary relation-
ship.

We will have certain interests in common
with China; we will have certain things we
disagree with. We will support a lot of their
domestic developments. We still have great
trouble when people—free speech or reli-
gious rights are restrained.

With regard to Russia, we have a dif-
ference, as you know, and the OSCE con-
ference made clear over the present policy
in Chechnya, but we have a common interest
in working together where we can. We have
served side by side with Russian soldiers in
the Balkans; we have seen the Russians with-
draw their troops from the Baltics; we have
seen a dramatic reduction in the nuclear ca-
pacity, the nuclear threat there. The Con-
gress just gave us the funds to continue to
reduce the nuclear threat with Russia. And
we have worked with them on economic re-
form.

So I would say that in both cases there
will be instances of competition, instances of
partnership. But what we should be looking
for is a world in which nations, including very
large nations, define their greatness by the
achievements of their people and by their
ability to profit in their relations with other
nations by bringing out the best in them, in-
stead of by the traditional 19th and 20th cen-
tury great power politics terms of defining
their greatness in terms of their ability to
dominate their neighbors or coerce certain
people into certain kinds of behavior.

So I think we have to imagine—I have a
whole different view of this—we should
imagine what would we like the world to look
like 50 year from now; what major countries
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will have an impact on that; how will we com-
pete with them; how will we cooperate with
them; what can we do that will most likely
create the world we want for our grand-
children? That’s the way I look at this. So
I don’t have an either/or view of Russia or
China. I have a both view, I suppose.

Prime Minister Simitis. May I make a
philosophical comment on this? We should
not be afraid of competitors. We should be
afraid of ourselves when we are afraid of oth-
ers.

NOTE: The President’s 184th news conference
began at 1:20 p.m. in the Foyer at Megaron
Maximou. In his remarks, the President referred
to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan.
Prime Minister Simitis referred to Prime Minister
Bulent Ecevit and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Ismail Cem of Turkey; and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Yeoryios Papandreou of Greece. Prime
Minister Simitis spoke in Greek, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks to Business and Community
Leaders in Athens
November 20, 1999

President Stephanopoulos; Prime Minister
Simitis, thank you for that fine speech. Mrs.
Simitis, Mr. Mayor, ministers of the govern-
ment, members of the opposition, to all the
leaders of the church who are here, the dean
of the diplomatic corps, distinguished citi-
zens of Greece, it is a great honor for all
of us to be here—my wife and daughter, the
Secretary of State, members of the White
House, two Members of the United States
Congress, Representatives Kingston and
Maloney.

And I should say that, as I did last night
at the state dinner, I have in my entourage
here, ample evidence of the ties between our
two countries. Not only the vast array of
Greek-American business people who have
made this trip either to hold my hand or
make sure I made no critical error—[laugh-
ter]—but also a group of people who have
served me so well in the White House, begin-
ning with my Chief of Staff, John Podesta,
my speechwriter, Paul Glastris, who helped
to prepare these remarks today; Elaine
Shocas, and Lisa Kountoupes—those are just
four of the many Greek-Americans who have

worked for me in the White House, and as
I have often said, the Greek-American com-
munity has been overrepresented in the
Clinton administration, and America is better
for it.

Early this morning, in the wind and the
rain, I had the privilege of visiting the Acrop-
olis. I was filled with a unique sense of awe
but also familiarity, perhaps because the set-
ting has been described to me so often and
so glowingly by my Greek-American friends;
perhaps because I studied the history of Ath-
ens and read Plato and Aristotle as a young
man; perhaps because America has been so
inspired and influenced by the ancient
Greeks in everything from politics and phi-
losophy to architecture.

For whatever reason, standing there in the
rain on the Acropolis this morning, I was
even more grateful for the deep ties of his-
tory, kinship, and values that bind America
and other freedom-loving nations to Greece,
ties that prove the truth of Shelley’s famous
line, Eimaste olee Ellines, ‘‘We are all
Greeks.’’ We are all Greeks, not because of
monuments and memories but because what
began here 21⁄2 thousand years ago has at
last, after all the bloody struggles of the 20th
century, been embraced all around the
world.

Today, for the first time in human history,
more than half the world’s people live under
governments of their own choosing. Yet, de-
mocracy still remains a truly revolutionary
idea; people still fight and die for it, from
Africa to Asia to Europe. Its advance is still
the key to building a better global society
in this most modern of ages.

Another great civic virtue has its roots here
in Athens—openness to the cultural dif-
ferences among us that make life more inter-
esting. In Thucydides’ account of his famous
funeral oration, Pericles declares, ‘‘We lay
Athens open to all and at no time evict or
keep the stranger away.’’ Two and a half
thousand years later Greece is still open to
the world, and we pray that everywhere in
the world someday everyone will say, ‘‘We
do not keep the stranger away.’’

Meanwhile, as all of you know, Greeks
have made their way into every corner of the
world, and wherever they go, they adapt to
local culture yet retain immense pride in


